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tart the New Year off with weight-loss tips,
sstressing advice and magical makeovers
our annual Heaith Guide.
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Citizens groups put a halt to this
West Valley development plan.

The Golden State's new governor pays &
vieil to the Valley.
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'_ Age: 30

—4 How He Got Here:

" Studied culinary arts in aly, worked a1 family resteurent
in Sicily. Cooked at brother and famed chef Celesting
Drago’s Celesting and Drapo. Now exscutive chel and
owner of Il Pastalo and Picoolo Paradiso in Bevesty Hills.

Signature Dish:

Involtini di Meianzanne con Spaghett! (spaghetti wrapped
with eggplant, with tomatn sauce, basil and mozzaraila
cheese).

Why he's a chef:

| fove 10 be anound people, and | love to be around food.
\Whenever there i good food, It's going to be a good
time:

What he loves most about his
profession:

| love the rewarding feelng | get when | see a Cusiomer
anjiry & dish | created.

If he wasn't a chef, he'd be...:

A horse trainer for compatitive racing. | ke horsas and
own-a couple-in Sicily. Hopetully, when | ralire, | can pur-
siu@ This dream.

The dish that should have been a
hit:

Baked Baby Pumpkin filled with Pumgkin Gnocchl, served
with Trufffie Ponihse.

Preferred midnight snack:
Godia white chocolate ice cream.

What's in his refrigerator:
Cheese, sakami. water, besr and wing, And there's bread
in the freezer,

The three people (living or
deceased) he'd invite to dinner:

Sirlo Meaccione, one of rmy favoriie restaurataurs and one
of the only Ralians who can open a successful French
restaurant: Mauro Vincanti, one of the first Halians who
brought talented young itasian chefs to Los Angeles; and
my mother and fathes. When | wanted 10/ go o culinary
school, my parents preferred | shudy something kss tme-
» consuming, 5o | wiukd have more time for family.
Regardiess, they are always suppordive, despite all the
crazy things 've done.

What he does for fun:
| rafa by gardening &1 my home.

Favorite Valley haunts:
When | have time, | go to Casa Viega for @ mangara.
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Dreams and goals:

My dream is to go to Raly for two months during ihe
summer and explore the cubture with friznds | have made
hera in the United States.



